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Call to Prayer

Jehovah Rapha (God, our healer),

We praise You that You are the Great Healer and
wholeness comes from You (Psalm 103:2-5).

We ask that You will heal Aboriginal people who suffer
from physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual harms.
We as the Church repent for using Your name to harm 4 cacradio

so many generations instead of bringing Your message
“Aboriginal Traditional Knowledge Trail” [CC BY 2.0| by MSVG

of hope and healing (Matthew 9:35). May You be known ) Download Inaigencus healing practices meet modern medicine

Unreserved [mp3 flle: runs 00:45:30]

for healing and wholeness within the world, rather than

being blamed for abuses that You do not stand for and “The philosophical foundation of
traditional knowledge revolves around
. swan /=), O po o
. pichasl swan have not condoned (Psalm 146:7-9). For those who a holistic model that vecognizes the
== need healing, we pray they will know You love them intimate interconnectedness

between the person, the food they eat,
their environment, health and healing,
and the impact of lifestyle choices.”

READ MORE>>

and are made in Your image.

We call upon the federal government to
provide sustainable funding for existing

Call to Prayer

and new Aboriginal healing centres t

address the physical, mental, emotio

and spiritual harms caused by resi Father God,
We praise You that You are the Great Healer. We thank
hools, and t that th P
SCNOOS, and to ensure that the You that we are blessed with an excellent healthcare LEARN MORE>>

of healing centres in Nunavu system, yet we recognize that health needs of many

Aboriginal people have not been met as effectively as they
should have due to racism or cultural misunderstanding.

Northwest Territories
is a priority.

For those needs that have not been met due to pride in
Western medicine, we ask for humility to learn from
other traditions. We ask for wisdom to include healing
practices that honour You, Lord, our Creator, the One
who provides us with both natural and scientifically
developed medicines and methods.

We ask that the health care system will support and
implement preventative healthcare measures rather than
simply treating illnesses that are already present. May
the people who work in our healthcare system reflect
Your hospitality by recognizing the differing needs of
diverse cultures and to welcome all who need healing.



http://www.fnha.ca/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/msvg/4532749718/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/msvg/
https://www.bible.com/bible/116/psa.103.2-5.nlt
https://www.bible.com/bible/116/Mat.9.35.nlt
https://www.bible.com/bible/116/Psa.146.7
https://www.flickr.com/photos/mmmswan/7330661970/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/ca/
https://www.flickr.com/people/mmmswan/
http://www.naho.ca/blog/2011/07/25/holistic-health-and-traditional-knowledge/
http://podcast.cbc.ca/mp3/podcasts/unreserved_20161113_76862.mp3
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/podcasts/current-affairs-information/unreserved/index.html

Dr. Darlene Kitt

“Culturally competent
health care providers are more
likely to recognize the effects
of history on Aboriginal people
and to adapt the way care is
provided to more effectively
meet their patients’
distinct needs.”
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Call to Prayer

Father God,
We are reminded today through the suffering of Aboriginal
peoples that poverty and the absence of educational

resources can impact a society.

We ask that you will give Aboriginal students the courage,
resources, and community support needed to pursue
education in healthcare. We ask that universities will think
of creative and hospitable ventures that will encourage

students and their families to take on such a challenge.

We pray that medical professionals will demonstrate a

respectful understanding of Aboriginal cultural traditions.

“Brian Sinclaiv,

a 45-year-old
double amputee, died
during 34-hour wait

at Health Sciences Centre.

He was assumed to be
‘sleeping it off’ after vomiting.”

-Chinta Puxley
(The Canadian Press)

READ MORE>>

Call to
Prayer

Father God,

As students take courses related to
Aboriginal health issues, the history and
legacy of residential schools, and look at
treaties, Aboriginal rights, teachings,
and practices, we ask that they will have

a deep respect and love for Aboriginal
peoples.

We ask that the courses will be developed in a way that will
truly help the students become healthcare workers who
demonstrate cultural sensitivity, resolve conflict, and uphold
human rights and dignities. May it be an opportunity where
Aboriginal students can share their culture and experiences
with their classmates so that mutual respect and collegiality

will develop.



https://www.flickr.com/photos/governmentofalberta/14441845190/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/ca/
https://www.flickr.com/people/governmentofalberta/
http://www.cfpc.ca/uploadedFiles/Resources/_PDFs/SystemicRacism_ENG.pdf
http://www.cfpc.ca/uploadedFiles/Resources/_PDFs/SystemicRacism_ENG.pdf
https://www.flickr.com/photos/creepublichealth/15049535656/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/creepublichealth/
http://www.healthcouncilcanada.ca/n3w11n3/Aboriginal_Report_EN_web_final.pdf
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/brian-sinclair-inquest-er-layouts-1.3423808

Call to Prayer

Father God,

You are a God of justice. We thank You that RCMP
officers are willing to stand up for the rights and lawful
protection of Aboriginal peoples; however, we recognize
that trust for the police, the RCMP in particular, has
been broken for many Aboriginal people in Canada.

We thank You for the many dedicated and compassionate
police officers within our nation, and we ask that You
will encourage them and protect them from dangers they
walk into daily. We ask that there will be independence
between the RCMP and the Government of Canada. We
ask for high integrity within the police and government
ranks so that Aboriginal Canadians will be confident
that they are protected and that investigations are fair.

Call to Prayer

Father God,

Our desire is for Canada to be a just nation for all who
live here. We recognize that laws are often in place
to protect the defendant, which often creates a more
just system; however, at times, when the defendant is
one with power, statute of limitation actually creates
victimization. Please give lawmakers great wisdom as
they go through the process of assessing whether this
law needs to be changed, and then give them clear
understanding on how to change it to create a better
chance for justice to occur. We ask, Lord, that if the law
is not changed, that institutions with power will not
invoke statute of limitation but rather to use the law in
the spirit that it is intended.

Call To »

Action - /
We call upon the federal, provincial, and
territorial governments to review and amend
their respective statutes of limitations to
ensure that they conform to the principle that
government and other entities cannot rely on
limitation defences to defend legal actions

of historical abuse brought by Aboriginal
people.



https://vimeo.com/50154878
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
https://www.attorneygeneral.jus.gov.on.ca/inquiries/cornwall/en/hearings/exhibits/Peter_Jaffe/pdf/Restoring_Dignity.pdf
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
$$$/Dialog/Behaviors/GoToView/DefaultURL

“Most First Nations call to Prayer

caught in a duty-to-consult
house of mirrors have
little recourse. They lack the Father God,
resources to take governments to
court. Those that manage to muster
a legal challenge often face another
obstacle— judges with a restricted
view of government’s obligations

As students take courses related to Aboriginal legal
issues, the history and legacy of residential schools,
and look at treaties, Aboriginal rights, teachings and
practices, we ask that they will develop a deep respect and

to consult and accommodate love for Aboriginal Peoples. May it be an opportunity
First Nations.” where Aboriginal students can share their culture and
READ MORE>> experiences with their classmates so that mutual respect

and collegiality will develop.

“The Supreme Court of
Canada has recognized the need to
interpret the treaties in light of what was
said before they were signed. ‘The treaties, a
written documents, recorded an agreement
that had already been reached orally and the

in Decision

£ is time t0 did not always record the full extent of the o
means.” agreement,’ reads the Badger judgment,
~EAD MORE?? handed down in 1996.”
(CBC News Canada)
READ MORE>>

Father God, FIRS

We give thanks that The Federation of Law Societies of

Canada has committed to an effective response to TRC AGR

Report.

We pray that lawyers in this nation will ensure a safe
environment for Aboriginal people seeking justice. May
all lawyers understand the culture of the people they are
representing and be sensitive to painful memories many
of their Aboriginal clients are carrying. We ask that those
in the legal profession will approach their work justly for

Supreme Court of Canada” (CC BY 2.0 ordanschulz

the individual or group they are representing.



http://www.firstpeopleslaw.com/database/files/library/First_Peoples_Law_2014(1).pdf
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jordanschulz/8918746122/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/jordanschulz/
http://docs.flsc.ca/TRC-March-2016.pdf
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/treaties-from-1760-1923-two-sides-to-the-story-1.1081839
https://canadianhistoryworkshop.wordpress.com/treaties/
http://www.firstpeopleslaw.com/database/files/library/First_Peoples_Law_2014(1).pdf

“Class of Mi’kmagq girls at the Shubenac” (CC BY 2.0) by BiblioArchives / Library Archives
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Action
We call upon the parties and, in particular,
the federal government to work
collaboratively with plaintiffs not included
in the Indian Residential Schools Settlement
Agreement to have disputed legal issues

determined expeditiously on an agreed set
of facts.
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“In the 1990s
thousands of civil
lawsuits were being
brought forward in the
courts in relation to Residential
Schools. These individual lawsuits were
brought together into class actions and the
Residential Schools Settlement Agreement
refers to the people in these class actions.
However, not all Survivors were included.
Day school students, many Metis students,
and students from Newfoundland and
Labrador were excluded. Therefore these
people are bringing forward individual
civil lawsuits, hoping to be heard
and to receive justice.”

(TRC Sumwvary Report, pg 215-217)

READ MORE>> ’ ’

Call to Prayer

Father God,

We pray that individuals not included in the Indian
Residential Schools Settlement Agreement will have
their lawsuits heard and receive justice. Move the
hearts of federal government personnel, who have the
power to do so, to initiate action on behalf of and for the

benefit of those who have been excluded.

ddl:

e of “It’s all about CULTURE” (CC BY-NC 2.0) by raymor

Call to Prayer

Father God,

We confess it is easy to shrug our shoulders and assume
that justice is occurring when we read statistics such
as these, and assume laws have been broken so they are
suffering the consequence. Please open our eyes and cause
us to question why Aboriginal people are overrepresented
i1 OUr prisons.

Give us a heart of compassion for those incarcerated and
for their families. May Your Spirit move individuals and
the Church to love and support Aboriginal people so that
the few who are inclined to do evil will choose right.

We ask that all levels of government take the time to
put effort into looking at the complex reasons for this
overrepresentation and take action to make a significant
difference.

incarceration

racial or cyltural
prejudice



http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
https://www.flickr.com/photos/kurt-b/7613162304/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/ca/
https://www.flickr.com/people/kurt-b/
http://www.oci-bec.gc.ca/cnt/rpt/oth-aut/oth-aut20121022info-eng.aspx

“Canada’s desire is for offenders to be

rehabilitated and safely reintegrated into
the community.”

(Public Safety Canada, Aboriginal

Community Corvrections Initiative )

READ MORE>>
It should not be
surprising
lt shou ld V\Ot be su V.P rl'sl’ng Restorative Justice Obert Madondo CCBY-NC-SA 2.0

Call to Prayer

Father God,

We pray that all levels of government will
creatively —and  compassionately — implement
community sanctions that will allow for the goal
of restoration to occur. We ask that Aboriginal
communities will be strengthened in order to
prevent such a high rate of imprisonment and that
those who are imprisoned will have opportunity
to experience programs focused on restorative
justice. We ask for humility in the decision-makers,
so that they will be willing to view justice from
another perspective and recognize that Aboriginal
cultures have important contributions to make in
this conversation. Ultimately, Lord, we ask that
justice in our penal system will reflect Your heart.

It should not be surprising

“It often appears t
are confronted with
options, but, rather,

which is viewed
sentence, or some fo
which is viewed

Call to Prayer

Father God,

We are thankful for Canada’s clearly articulated legal
system and for lawyers and judges who are conscientious.
Thank you for the thorough training and experience
judges have. We pray that judges will be given the leeway
needed in order to make ethical, just, and compassionate
decisions that are best for the community and the

individual. Please give them wisdom, so that offenders

who are more vulnerable will be treated equitably. \dastice Murray Sinclair’ by Thompson Rivers



https://www.flickr.com/photos/thompsonrivers/21874274779/
https://www.flickr.com/people/thompsonrivers/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/12973569@N04/15669730154/
https://www.flickr.com/people/12973569@N04/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/cntrng-crm/crrctns/cmmnt-crrctns-nttv-eng.aspx
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
http://www.ajic.mb.ca/volumel/chapter10.html

“Many children in Canada
suffer from Fetal Alcohol Syndrome
\ Disorder (FASD). These children have
334 “memory impairments, problems with
Judgment and abstract reasoning, and
poor adaptive functioning.”’ Although these
children make up 1% of the population, they
make up 15-20% of the prison population.”

Call To »

o -y
ACtl on - !
We call upon the government of Canada,
the provinces, and territories to undertake

reforms to the criminal justice system to
better address the needs of offenders with

(TRC Sumwmary Report, pg 174) Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD)
o including:
READ MORE>>

* Providing increased community
resources and powers for courts
to ensure that FASD is properly
diagnosed, and that appropriate
community supports are in place for
those with FASD.

Enacting statutory exemptions from
mandatory minimum sentences of
imprisonment for offenders affected
by FASD.

es to
ility of
imited.”

Providing community, correctional,
and parole resources to maximize the
ability of people with FASD to live in

Dr. Michelle Stewart, BA, MA, PhD

Dr. Michelle Stewart is an Associate Professor in the
Department of Justice Studies at the University of Regina.
She is an applied anthropologist with research that focuses

on complex needs in the justice system in Canada.

Call to Prayer

Father God,

We acknowledge, Lord, that You love and nurture a
baby’s growth in the mother’s womb (Psalm 139:13).
We pray that You will protect babies by impressing
upon the mother the importance of not consuming
alcohol while pregnant. We ask that all levels of
government, in collaboration with Aboriginal people,
will create programs to prevent FASD and to support
those who suffer from it. By Your Spirit, motivate the
Body of Christ to support local community initiatives
like these.

Call to Prayer

Father God,

Help us see children with FASD with your eyes and
to love them as You love them. Please give all levels of
government the wisdom needed to best support people
with FASD. Please give the community and the courts
wisdom to know how to best serve justice to people who
have FASD and have committed crimes. May the Body
of Christ offer compassion so that people with FASD and
their families will feel Your love and acceptance.

the community.

Adopting appropriate  evaluation
mechanisms to  measure  the
effectiveness of such programs and
ensure community safety.



http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/hp-ps/dca-dea/prog-ini/fasd-etcaf/index-eng.php
http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/hp-ps/dca-dea/prog-ini/fasd-etcaf/index-eng.php
https://www.bible.com/bible/116/Psa.139.13
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
https://fasdresearchproject.com/resources/
https://bccla.org/our_work/more-than-we-can-afford-the-costs-of-mandatory-minimum-sentencing/

Call to Prayer

Father God,

You are the God of justice, reconciliation, and
restoration. May those who are serving time in the
correctional system become wholly restored. May
they enter the community once again proud of who
they are and how You beautifully created them. May
the communities from which offenders come find
meaningful and effective ways to be places where
restoration can successfully occur.

nnecting hands of restorative justice.

CCBY-SA 2.0 Wikimedia Commons

Call to Prayer

Father God,

We ask that all levels of government, the Aboriginal
communities, and other communities, such as the
Church, will be able to provide culturally relevant
services to inmates on issues such as substance abuse,
family and domestic violence, and healing from sexual
abuse. We ask that generational cycles of hurt and pain
will be broken so that families will experience healthy
and wholesome relationships. We ask that those who
need to seek forgiveness, whether as individuals or as
institutions, will have the courage and humility to
admit any wrongdoing and work towards wholeness in
relationships.



http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-44.6/page-10.html#docCont
http://www.oci-bec.gc.ca/cnt/rpt/oth-aut/oth-aut20121022-eng.aspx?texthighlight=aboriginal+healing+lodges#TOC8
http://www.csc-scc.gc.ca/aboriginal/002003-2000-eng.shtml
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0a/Connecting_hands.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/ca/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3AConnecting_hands.png
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf

\

We call upon the federal, provincial, and
territorial governments to provide more
supports for Aboriginal programming in

halfway houses and parole services.

Aboriginal Corrections Continuum of Care

“Introduced in 2003, this continuum
of care model was developed
in consultation with Aboriginal
stakeholders working with CSC to
develop new approaches to addressing
Aboriginal offender needs .Aboriginal
community research indicated that the
mayjor factors contributing to Aboriginal
offenders’ success upon release were
their participation in spiritual and
cultural activities, as well as programs
(preferably delivered by Aboriginal
people) and the support they received
from family and community.”

- Correctional Service Canada,
Commissioner’s Directives on Aboriginal
Offenders (Annex B)

LEARN MORE?>>

Call to Prayer

Father God,

As Aboriginal inmates seek parole, we ask that
You will give those granting parole wisdom to
understand the level of risk the individual poses
to the community. Please help the parole board
take into account systemic discrimination related
to poverty and the legacy of residential schools.
Give them discernment to make good decisions for
the individual and the community. We ask that
Aboriginal inmates will receive the support services
needed to re-integrate wholly into the community.

Call to Prayer

Father God,

We grieve with Aboriginal families for the
overrepresentation of Aboriginal children in custody.
We grieve that there is a correlation between children
placed in the care of child-welfare agencies and the youth
in the justice system. We pray that You will give the
governments, churches, and other community

organizations wisdom and determination to

support Aboriginal families as they seek to compr ehensiye and nt

alleviate the cycle of poverty many find
themselves in. Move the hearts of Your
followers to come alongside aboriginal
youth who are currently incarcerated

(as well as those at risk of detention) and
show them Your love (Matthew 25:36).
Help these children and youth see the potential
they have. Help them understand that they
are made in Your image. Open their eyes to
the opportunities around them. May we as a
community also work to create opportunities
for these children and their families.

Deep-thinking” (CC BY 2.0 Eneas

Call To N

Action :/%I

We call upon the federal, provincial,
territorial and Aboriginal governments
to  commit to  eliminating  the
overrepresentation of Aboriginal youth in
custody over the next decade.

€ gL
--policies nvolving early
)

egrated seryices
visk or multi-pigl

outh in custody.”

. . (Hope of Hea
Aborlgmal \/oguth and gfﬁfﬁf’; Future)
re

READ MoREsy

“Aboriginal girls
make up

of the youth admitted
to custodz...
Aboriginal boys

are .
of those admitted
to custody...”

(TRCSwvwaryReport,pg 177)
READ MORE>>



https://www.flickr.com/photos/eneas/187498277/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/eneas/
http://lagazdesigns.blogspot.ca/2007/08/sacred-teachings.html
http://lagaz.deviantart.com/art/Seven-Teachings-Mural-70394012
http://lagaz.deviantart.com/art/Seven-Teachings-Mural-70394012
http://www.csc-scc.gc.ca/acts-and-regulations/702-cd-eng.shtml#D_Aboriginal_Corrections_Continuum_of_Ca
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2008/policyresearch/CP12-1-10-1E.pdf
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
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Call to Prayer

Father God,

Statistics such as these are rather alarming and
we know sadden Your heart. The report explains
how difficult it is to gather accurate statistics due
to inconsistent information gathering across the
country and limitations in Statistics Canada. Without
understanding the full picture, it is difficult to figure
out solutions.

However, we pray that You will assist people who gather
essential statistical information and that the data will
be used to create solutions for the level of victimization
that is happening in Aboriginal communities
throughout the land. Do not allow statistics to be
twisted for political advantage. Do not allow the people
represented by those statistics to become lost in the
numbers.

“The solutions to addressing
Aboriginal victimization may lie in
supporting the development of alternativ
dispute resolutions processes such as commu
healing models. However, as has been noted
Aboriginal women, there is a tendency by t
criminal justice system and Aboriginal
communities to develop models that fail t
provide adequate protection
to victims...”
(Departwent of Justice, A Review of Research on
Criminal Victimization and. First Nations, Métis
andl Inuit Peoples 1990 to 2001)
LEARN MORE>>

Call to Prayer

Father God,

We ask that Aboriginal people across the land will
come to know that they are made in Your image and
that they are deeply loved by You, their Creator.
Profoundly impress upon them that their Creator
is a great and powerful God who can accomplish all
things in His perfect timing. We ask that those who
have been oppressed will be victorious; overcoming
their victimizers by becoming healing contributors in
the communities they live in. We ask that Aboriginal-
specific victim programs will be established with
Aboriginal leadership and will meet the needs of their
community. May non-Aboriginal people recognize
their responsibility in supporting these programs either
through funding or using giftedness in ways that will

be beneficial to those who are victims of crime.



https://www.flickr.com/photos/yomersapiens/8360345357/
https://www.flickr.com/people/yomersapiens/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2016001/article/14631-eng.htm
http://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/aj-ja/rr06_vic1/p11.html#a11

Call To Action

We call upon the federal government, ~ 41
in consultation with Aboriginal

organizations, to appoint a public
inquiry into the causes of, and remedies
for, the disproportionate victimization of
Aboriginal women and girls. The inquiry’s
mandate would include:

-

¢ Investigation into missing and \
murdered Aboriginal women and girls. ‘

e Linkstothe inter§enerational legacy o
residential schools.
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Father God,

We mourn the murders of over one thousand
Aboriginal women and girls in the past thirty
years. With hope, we remember and pray for the safe
return of those who are missing. Please lead those
in authority to continue pursuing these lost women,
and may investigators find missing women and
bring them to safety.

We confess to the areas in our lives where we have
contributed to the victimization of women, either
intentionally or more often, by adverting our eyes
from the uncomfortable truth. Help us open our
eyes and hearts to those who are vulnerable in our
communities.

May the Church demonstrate Your love and high
regard for all women, specifically Aboriginal women.
May the Body of Christ become supporters, advocates,
protectors, and friends—assisting Aboriginal
women who are in need to rise out of poverty and/
or dangerous situations. May You receive the glory
as oppressed women become strengthened by each
victorious step forward, that they will no longer be
viewed as victims of violence and oppression.

“KAIROS is committed to a new
relationship  with Indigenous peoples
in Canada and around the g/(gpbe, a
relationship based on mutual respect,
equity and the full vrealization of
Indigenous peoples’ rights.  Core to
this commitment (s the principled
implementation of the UN Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Current
areas of priorities include decolonization
and reconciliation education,
through KAIROS most

iac{tli;r VO\ 5 /@I

We call upon the federal, provincial,
and territorial governments to commit
to the recognition and implementation
of Aboriginal justice systems in a
manner consistent with the Treaty and
Aboriginal rights of Aboriginal peoples,
the Constitution Act, 1982, and the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples, endorsed by Canada
in November 2012.

“Despite genuine reform efforts,
the dramatic overrepresentation of
Aboriginal children in foster care,
and among the sick, the injured,
and the imprisoned, continues to
grow. Only a real commitment to
= reconciliation will reverse the

opular teaching tool the .
M&Qs_ﬁmkgtg_g&e_ms_&, “Governments, trend and lay the foundation
implementation of the C 0T T LSS, for a truly just and equitable
TRC Calls to Action A T A nation.”
throu gb\ the cam aig n on reconciliation in concrete - 0.0
Winds of Chan ge. _l_on ways, working collaboratively (Truth and Reconciliation Conwwission

with Aboriginal peoples. Suvwvary Report, jpg 22.8)

(KAIROS - lmdl'gemous Rl'gl/\tS) . READ MORE>>
LEARN MORE>> (Trithand A
Sunmmary Report, pg 238)
READ MORE>>

Call to
Prayer

Father God,

You have commanded us to care for the least of these, the

i

orphans and the widows (James 1:27). Many documents
have been signed that express Canada’s desire and
commitment to recognize and implement Aboriginal
justice systems. May we be a nation who keeps our word.
As the government educates non-Aboriginal Canadians
in what these justice systems entail, may all Canadians
know that justice is occurring. Please impress upon non-
Aboriginal Canadians that justice is not occurring for
many Aboriginal people right now. Give us courage and

humility to recognize that there are different ways for

justice to occur.



https://www.flickr.com/photos/27526784@N05/6036915674/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/27526784@N05/
http://www.ajic.mb.ca/volumel/chapter5.html#18
http://www.ajic.mb.ca/volumel/chapter5.html#18
https://www.bible.com/bible/1/jas.1.27
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
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“What we need is
an efficient of transition
that lights a fire under the process
of decolonzation but does so in a controlled
manner that respects where indigenous
communities are in terws of vebuilding”’

(ustice Minster Jody Wison-Raybould,
AFN's Anvwal Generral Assenibly 201.6)

 FROM ACROSS

ELDERS AND YOUTI ' AL

DERS, vouT
%%%?ﬁ%ﬁéﬂmam EOR THE AFNS
LENERAL ASSEMBLY

Call to Prayer

Father God,
We thank You that Canada has an
international reputation for caring about
human rights; however, we confess that
this reputation, though well-merited in
many areas, is not consistently accurate in
light of how Aboriginal peoples have been
treated here in Canada. Please open our
l eyes to the ill treatment Aboriginal people
have received historically —and that which
sadly continues even today. Please give
the government courage to implement the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples. Since Canada is a
democratic nation, where our governing
body must ultimately carry out the will of
the people, we humbly ask that Canadians
be moved to adopt a unified voice that
demands justice for all, and in particular,
for Indigenous peoples.

TOGETHER, LET US
RECOGMIZE AND CELEBRATE
THE VALUABLE AND
DISTINCTIVE IDENTITIES OF
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
AROUND THE WORLD.

UNITED NATIONS
SECRETARY-GEMNERAL

Call to Prayer W W 10 525
. Economy Series
Father God, =1 | | UNDERSTANDING
We are grateful that Canada has become A '] UNDRIP
a signatory country that agrees to the . e
United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples; however,
we grieve that it was originally with
reluctance and conditions. Most of us
are not legal experts, but we do ask that
the government will base their decisions
upon justice and with compassion. We
ask that our nation as a whole will not
be content with maintaining the status
quo, but rather, that all will move
towards reconciliation, with courage and
humility. We ask that these steps will be
measurable and will continue to improve (e
from government to government. ./

Choosing action on priorities
over sweeping claims

about the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights

of Indigenous Peoples

CLICK TO READ

“No relationship
is more important to me
and to Canada than the one
with Indigenous Peoples. It is time
for a renewed, nation-to-nation
relationship with Indigenous
Peoples, based on recognition of
rights, respect, co-operation,
and partnership.”

(Mandate Letter to the
Minister of Indigenous and Norther Affairs)
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\-; Call To
- Action

We call upon the Government of Canada,
on behalf of all Canadians, to jointly
develop with Aboriginal Peoples a Royal <
Proclamation of Reconciliation to be issued
by the Crown. The proclamation would
build on the Royal Proclamation of 1763 and
the Treaty of Niagara of 1764, and reaffirm
the nation-to-nation relationship between
Aboriginal Peoples and the Crown. The
proclamation would include, but not be
limited to the following commitments:

\

* Repudiate concepts used to

“In the summer of 1764,

Sir William Johnson (Superintendent of Indian Affairs)
and over two thousand chiefs representing twenty-four First
Nations met on the shores of the Niagara River to negotiate the
Treaty of Niagara — an agreement between the British Crown
and the Indigenous peoples. This treaty, symbolized by the Covenant
Chain Warmpum, is seen by many Indigenous peoples as the birth
of modem Canada, despite the fact that it has been mostly
ignored by successive Canadian governments since.”
(THE QUEEN AT THE COUNCIL FIRE: The Trreaty of Niagara,

Reconciliation, and the Dignified Crown in Canada
by Nathan Tidridge)

READ MORE?>>

justify European sovereignty

over Indigenous lands and

Be;oples such as the Doctrine of
iscovery and terra nullius.*

Adopt and implement the
United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples as the framework for
reconciliation.

Renew or establish Treaty
relationships based on principles
of mutual recognition, mutual
respect, and shared responsibility
formaintaining those relationships
into the future.

Reconcile Aboriginal and Crown
constitutional and legal orders to
ensure that Aboriginal peoples
are full partners in éonfederatlon,
including the recognition and
integration of Indigenous laws
and legal traditions in negotiations
and 1mplementation processes
involving Treaties, land claims, and
other constructive agreements.

Q. What do Indigenous Peoples
mean when they refer to
the Crown in Canada?

A. There is no single answer to this
question as there are hundreds
of Nations, as well as individual

perspectives on their different
Treaty velationships with
the Crown

LEARN MORE>>
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Call to Prayer

Father God,

All cultures have views of the world that are at
times inaccurate, and even harmful. We recognize
that the colonialism of the past had differing views of
land ownership and a cultural superiority which not
only damaged relations with the First Nations of
North America, but also negatively affected their
various and rich cultures. We humbly ask that the
negative remnants of that cultural thinking that
still linger today will be removed. We recognize that
we must not allow ourselves to be conformed to the
patterns of this world, but rather be transformed by
/' the renewing of our minds (Romans 12:2). We pray
that decision makers will be able to test and approve
what Your will is. We pray that there will be
mutual respect and humility as government leaders
and Aboriginal leaders meet to build reconciling
relationships.

“The Covenant Chain is a wmetaphor

o :

] ._
*B<= foralliance betweenthe Crownandvarious =&+ i
o= Indigenous natiors. This metaphor is e

1 represented on wampum belts by two L
*2= " men holding hands or two men holding e
5= a chain, bound together by the silver —<ie
.éf_‘: chain of friendship. In old councils, both :_Jfg.

3 participants of the treaty had to re-tell £
‘P..|'= the ‘talk’ on the belt to demonstrate their "='|§"‘
o understanding of the mutual obligatiors. —iie
wie Long ago, the representatives of the —e

1 Crown had let go their end of the belt L
*B= and had quit coming to the council fire to =
o ‘polish the chain’ e
..5].: — Alan Corbiere, Anishinaabe Cultural Historian, ;:.[E:..
.g_: MChigeeng First Nation :_5_
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Call to Pm;r

Father God,

We recognize that documenting these 94 Calls to Action
is only a beginning step towards reconciliation. We also
recognize that it has taken centuries to create the mistrust
between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal (specifically
English and French) peoples, and it will take time and
intentionality to reconcile these relationships. We ask
that all parties will submit themselves to the commitment
and collaboration required for reconciliation to become
fruitful.

We pray for those who create and participate in an action-
oriented Covenant of Reconciliation, that it will point the
way forward toward an era of mutual respect and equal
opportunity. We ask that as participating churches seek
You, healing will occur not only for Aboriginal people,
but also for those who are non-Aboriginal. We ask that
Your Holy Spirit will guide all people to live humbly and

lovingly, in emulation of Your character.

Call To N\

Action :/@l

We call upon the parties to the Indian
Residential Schools Settlement Agreement
to develop and sign a Covenant of
Reconciliation  that would identify
principles for working collaboratively
to advance reconciliation in Canadian
society, and that would include, but not

be limited to:

Reaffirmation of the parties’
commitment to reconciliation.

Repudiation of concepts used to

justify European sovereignty over
” Indigenous lands and peoples, such

as_the Doctrine of Discover and
terra nullius, and the reformation
of laws, governance structures,
and policies within their respective
institutions that continue to rely on
such concepts.

Full adoption and implementation
of the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
as the framework for reconciliation.

Support  for  the renewal
or establishment of Treaty
relationships based on principles
of mutual recognition, mutual
respect, and shared reslponsibility
for maintaining those relationships
into the future.

Enabling those excluded from the
Settlement Agreement to sign onto the
Covenant of Reconciliation.

Enabling additional parties to sign
onto the Covenant of Reconciliation.
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This ends the second of four parts to the
Truth and Reconciliation Calls to Action
Learning and Prayer Guide

Parts 1, 3 and 4 are
available online at

cmacan.org/tr-praverguide
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